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Welcome to the issue!

It's time for Issue 18!

Welcome to our new issue.

We would like to send all our love and support to all those
involved at Leicester Football Club. We were absolutely
shocked and devastated watching the accident unfold and
our thoughts are very much with everybody affected by
the tragedy.

Coming up in the issue we look at the history of women's
football, we look at both the pros and cons of Chelsea's
season as Jess Pratt discusses their successes in the
Champions League and Marissa Thomas gives her opinion
of the problems in the league for the defending
champions.

We also welcome our newest column Dave Fraser to
TWFM, make sure you check out his first piece "Fraser of
the Month" alongside regulars Ammo and Gill Brown.

Our 2019 calendar is out now! Make sure you get a copy.
They are £6.50 and can be found on the website.

Helen Summers
Editor-in-chief
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Chelsea secure away
win in round of 16

first leg
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By Jessica Pratt

Attention turned to the Champions
League in October as the two-legged
round of 16 ties got underway. Despite
a tough start to the domestic season,
Chelsea are thriving in Europe as the
only English side left in the
competition. The Blues recently
welcomed Fiorentina to Kingsmeadow
for their round of 16 first leg. The two
teams had never met before and it was
the hosts who came out on top thanks
to captain Karen Carney’s early
penalty. Emma Hayes’ side were
unlucky not to take a bigger lead to
Florence as they dominated the match
and saw a host of chances saved by
Swedish goalkeeper Stephanie
Ohrstrom.

Elsewhere, champions Lyon and

fellow big hitters Wolfsburg can rest
easy as they both secured comfortable
4-0 victories in their opening ties with
Ajax and Atlético respectively. Ada
Hegerberg’s 40th European goal
assisted the holders’ away win over the
last-16 newcomers, with England
playmaker Izzy Christiansen’s late goal
likely cementing the French giants’
place in the quarter-finals.

In Wolfsburg, Atlético - who lost
heavily to the Germans a stage earlier
in last year’s competition, were once
again unable to contain UEFA
Women's Player of the Year Pernille
Harder and co. Harder notched a brace
in the second half and will surely look
to add to her tally in the return fixture.
The only downside to the evening for
the She-Wolves was losing experienced
midfielder Lara Dickenmann to a
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serious knee injury during the match,
with the 32-year-old set to be out of
action for several months.

Barcelona marked their intent to
challenge for the title this season with a
5-0 home hammering of Glasgow City.
Last year’s quarter-finalists dominated
the Scottish champions despite being
without Dutch Ballon d'Or nominee
Lieke Martens and look certain to
progress to the next stage.

Bayern Munich and PSG are also
favourites to advance to the quarter-
finals, as both teams won away by 2-0
scorelines. Bayern’s win came over FC
Zürich whilst PSG defeated Linköping
as Wang Shuang became the first
Chinese player to score in the
competition.

Of the eight opening matches, only one
remains even – the tie between
Norway’s LSK Kvinner and Denmark’s
Brøndby, which ended 1-1 as Emilie
Henriksen’s strike levelled the scores in
the first half after Guro Reiten had put
LSK ahead. Both teams had several
chances to win on the day and have
history in the competition – they also
played each other in last season’s round
of 32. The first leg of that tie also ended
in a draw (0-0), but LSK went on to win
the second leg 3-1 away. The upcoming
return fixture in Copenhagen looks
certain to be an exciting prospect.

Finally, perhaps the only upset of the
first round of matches came from the
final tie between Rosengård and Slavia
Praha. Slavia lost 6-1 on aggregate to
the Swedish outfit at this stage two
years ago when Anja Mittag increased
her competition-record tally of goals to
51. This time, Mittag was on the
scoresheet once more for the hosts as
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her second-half strike drew them on
level terms after twice falling behind,
but it wasn’t enough as Petra Divišová
struck on the hour mark to give the
visitors a vital one goal aggregate lead
to take back to the Czech Republic.

The second legs will be played on
Wednesday 31 October and Thursday
1 November, with the quarter-final &
semi-final draw to be made on Friday 9
November.
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Chelsea: What is going wrong for the defending
champions?

Last season, Chelsea FC Women were
simply unstoppable as they won the
league and FA Cup double. Striker Fran
Kirby won the PFA Women’s Player of
the Year award as the Blues went
unbeaten in the league, becoming the
first team to do so in an 18-game WSL 1
season. This campaign has been much
tougher as the defending champions
have struggled in their first six games.
Here, we take a look at what is going
wrong at Chelsea.

Emma Hayes’ side have scored just two
goals, both of which came in their only
win against Brighton & Hove Albion
Women at the end of September. In
their six games so far, Chelsea have had
a staggering 117 shots with 44 of those
on target. The

Blues have plenty of attacking threats
and are clearly creating a numerous
amount of chances so it is a surprise
that the likes of Fran Kirby, Erin
Cuthbert, Ramona Bachmann, Beth
England, Drew Spence and Ji So-Yun
have failed to score more than two
goals between them with the amount of
shots that they have had.

Losing so many key players could also
be part of the reason why the defending
champions are finding it difficult to
pick up where they left off last season.
Eni Aluko, Claire Rafferty, Katie
Chapman, Gemma Davison and Gilly
Flaherty all left Chelsea at the end of
the previous campaign and losing that
level of experience, passion and
commitment would be hard for
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any team to cope with, especially when
those players had contributed so much
to Chelsea’s recent success. Chelsea’s
next game is at home against a
resurgent Liverpool before they travel
to face London rivals West Ham where
they will be reunited with Rafferty and
Flaherty who joined the East London
side in the summer.

It is too early to write Chelsea off this
season but they are already eight
points behind leaders Arsenal (who
beat them 5-0 at home) and that is a
large gap to make up. However, it is
clear to see that they are nowhere near
as confident in front of goal as they
were last season and they are unable to
break down the teams that they
breezed past in the previous campaign
when they stormed their way to the
league title.

Chelsea haven’t just become a bad side
overnight and Emma Hayes is
definitely the manager they need to
help them get out of the rut they are in
at the moment, but the Blues need to
start scoring and winning soon before
they become completely cut adrift.
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